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(54) Modular roller mat and roller assembly. 

(57) A modular roller mat for providing "rolling 
movement of cargo units over the floor of a 
cargo deck. The roller mat (10) comprises a 
plurality of interconnected roller tray as- 
semblies (12). Each roller tray assembly com- 
prises a tray (14) and a plurality of modular 
roller assemblies (16) including a housing and a 
roller unit. The tray includes a floor, a first side 
wail, a second side wall and a flange extending 
inwardly from each side wall. The housing in- 
cludes a plate and a downwardly extending 
collar. The plate extends between the side walls 
of the tray and is removably attached to the 
flanges of the tray. The collar includes an annu- 
lar sleeve through which the roller unit is inser- 
ted. The roller unit includes a rotatable retainer 
member. Once inserted, the roller unit retainer 
is rotated such that retaining lugs on the roller 
unit retainer engage the sleeve to retain the 
roller unit in the housing. The roller assemblies 
are easily removed and replaced in the tray and 
are interchangeable with one another. 
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This invention relates to roller conveyors used to 
provide rolling movement of cargo over the floor of a 
cargo deck, and in particular to modular roller trays 
and roller housings. 

Roller or ball mats have been used on cargo deck 5 
floors in aircraft to provide rolling movement of cargo 
carrying units such as cargo containers or pallets 
from the aircraft doorway to the cargo unit's final 
loaded position. Prior roller mats include an extruded 
frame in which a plurality of rotatable roller elements 10 
are mounted. However, the roller elements and their 
moun-.ing mechanisms often become damaged dur- 
ing use and fail to operate properly. Prior roller mats 
require substantial disassembly in order to repair or 
replace individual roller units which have failed. is 

U.S. Patent No. 3,763,980 discloses an assembly 
set for erecting roller conveyors. Each assembly set 
is connected to an adjacent assembly set by connec- 
tor members disposed in the side walls of the assem- 
bly sets. In this fashion, a ball mat is constructed by 20 
interlinking a series of assembly sets. 

The present invention provides a modular roller 
mat having lower maintenance and lower manufactur- 
ing costs than former designs. The roller mat is com- 
prised of a plurality of interconnected trays with each 25 
tray including a plurality of individual roller assembly 
units. The roller assembly units are interchangeable 
with one another and are easily removed and re- 
placed in a tray. If a roller assembly unit fails it may 
be replaced by another unit with minimum downtime. 30 
Furthermore, the consistency between the modular 
roller assembly units offers cost advantages through 
economies of scale and a reduction of the inventory 
required to support an aircraft or other location where 
the roller mats are employed to transport cargo. 35 

Summary of the invention 

The present invention is a modular roller mat for 
placement on the floor of a cargo carrying deck of an 40 
aircraft to provide an upper support surface over 
which cargo carrying units such as containers or pal- 
lets may be rolled. The roller mat may also be used 
on ship decks, truck beds, floors of train cars and 
buildings, and any other surface over which cargo is 45 
transported. The roller mat comprises a plurality of 
roller tray assemblies which are connected one to an- 
other in any desired arrangement. 

Each roller tray assembly comprises a tray hav- 
ing a floor plate, a first side wall and a second oppos- 50 
ing side wall spaced apart from and extending parallel 
to the first side wall. The first and second side walls 
each include a top edge and a bottom edge. The first 
and second side walls and the tray floor plate form a 
hollow channel within the tray. Af irst flange is attach- 55 
ed to the first side wall and extends perpendicularly 
inwardly therefrom toward the second side wall. A 
second flange is attached to the second side wall and 



extends perpendicularly inwardly therefrom toward 
the first side wall. The first and second flanges are co- 
planar with one another and are equally spaced 
downwardly from the top edges of the first and sec- 
ond side walls. A first top shelf extends outwardly 
from the top edge of the first side wall and a second 
top shelf extends outwardly from the top edge of the 
second side wall. A first bottom shelf extends out- 
wardly from the bottom edge of the first side wall and 
a second bottom shelf extends outwardly from the 
bottom edge of the second side wall. The top and bot- 
tom shelves are adapted to overlap with the top and 
bottom shelves of an adjacent tray such that the ad- 
jacent trays may be connected together with fasten- 
ers to form a mat. 

At least one roller assembly is located in the 
channel of each tray. Each roller assembly includes 
a housing and a roller unit. Each housing includes a 
plate having a top surface and a bottom surface. The 
plate extends between the first and second side walls 
of the tray with the bottom surface of the plate bearing 
on the first and second flanges of the tray. A collar is 
connected to and extends downwardly from the plate 
of the housing. The collar includes a sleeve having an 
upper rim and a lower rim which forms an aperture 
through the plate of the housing. A peripheral wall ex- 
tends downwardly from the sleeve. The housing in- 
cludes a plurality of vertical concave grooves which 
extend through the plate and the sleeve of the hous- 
ing. A bottom wall extends transversely within the per- 
ipheral wall of the housing and is spaced apart from 
the sleeve. The housing is removably attached to the 
tray by fasteners which extend through the top plate 
of the housing and the flanges of the tray. The hous- 
ings mounted in each tray are interchangeable with 
one another and are removable and replaceable in 
each tray in a modular manner. 

A roller unit is located in the chamber of each 
housing. Each roller unit includes a retainer having an 
annularflange and an aperture extending through the 
flange. A cylindrical ring is attached to the bottom of 
the flange and includes a plurality of outwardly ex- 
tending lugs at the bottom edge of the ring. The roller 
unit also includes a spherical or cylindrical roller rotat- 
ably mounted in a casing. The casing includes an up- 
per aperture through which the roller partially ex- 
tends. The casing also includes an outwardly extend- 
ing flange. The roller is rotatably supported on a bear- 
ing assembly within the casing which includes a plur- 
ality of bearings and a bearing race. The lugs of the 
retainer are slidable through and within the grooves in 
the housing. Once the lugs are slid through the 
grooves, the retainer is rotated such that the lugs en- 
gage the sleeve of the housing to thereby retain the 
retainer in connection with the housing. The roller and 
casing project partially through the aperture in the re- 
tainer. A spring extends between the bottom wall of 
the housing, and the casing to resiliently bias the cas- 
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ing and roller upwardly such that the flange of the cas- 
ing engages the rim of the ring in the retainer member. 
Each roller assembly may be individually removed 
easily and quickly from a tray and replaced with a cor- 
responding roller assembly without removing the roll- 5 
er unit from the housing. 

Brief description of the drawings 

The invention is described in greater detail in the 10 
following description of examples embodying the best 
mode of the invention, taken in conjunction with the 
drawing figures, in which: 

Figure 1 is a partial top plan view of a plurality of 
roller tray assemblies according to the present inven- 15 
tion assembled as a modular roller mat. 

Figure 2 is an end view of the roller mat taken 
along lines 2-2 of Figure 1. 

Figure 3 is a top plan view of a roller housing ac- 
cording to the present invention, without an installed 20 
roller unit. 

Figure 4 is an end elevational view of the housing 
taken along lines 4-4 of Figure 3. 

Figure 5 is a partial cross-sectional view of a roll- 
er assembly according to the present invention in- 25 
eluding an assembled housing and roller unit. 

Figure 6 is a top plan view of a second embodi- 
ment of a roller tray assembly according to the pres- 
ent invention. 

Figure 7 is a side elevational view of the second 30 
embodiment of the roller tray assembly taken along 
lines 7-7 of Figure 6. 

Figure 8 is an end view of the second embodi- 
ment of the roller tray assembly taken along lines 8- 
8 of Figure 7. 35 

Description of Examples Embodying the Best Mode 
of the invention 

The roller mat 10 of the present invention in- 40 
eludes a plurality of roller tray assemblies 12 as best 
shown in Figures 1 and 2. Each roller tray assembly 
12 includes a tray 14 and a plurality of roller assem- 
blies 16. Each tray 14 includes a first vertical side wall 
1 8 and an opposed second vertical side wall 20. Each 45 
side wall 18 and 20 is attached at a bottom edge 22 
to a floor plate 24 and extends vertically to a top edge 
26. The first and second side walls 18 and 20 extend 
parallel to one another and perpendicular to the floor 
plate 24. A first flange 28 is attached to the first side so 
wall 18 and extends inwardly and perpendicular 
therefrom towards the second side wall 20. The first 
flange 28 is spaced downwardly from and extends 
parallel to the top edge 26 of the first side wall 18. A 
second flange 30 is attached to the second side wall 55 
20 and extends inwardly and perpendicular therefrom 
towards the first side wall 18. The second flange 30 
is spaced downwardly from and extends parallel to 



the top edge 26 of the second side wall 20 and is co- 
planar with the first flange 28. The floor plate 24 and 
the first and second side walls 18 and 20 form a hol- 
low channel 32 within the tray 14. The first and sec- 
ond flanges 28 and 30 form an elongate slot there- 
between providing access to the channel 32. 

A first top shelf 34 is attached to the first side wall 
1 8 and extends outwardly from the top edge 26 of the 
first side wall 18 perpendicular to the first side wall 18. 
A second top shelf 36 is attached to the second side 
wall 20 and extends outwardly from the top edge 26 
of the second side wall 20 perpendicular to the sec- 
ond side wall 20. A first bottom shelf 38 is attached 
to the first side wall 18 and extends outwardly from 
the bottom edge 22 of the first side wall 18 perpen- 
dicular to the first side wall 18. A second bottom shelf 
40 is attached to the second side wall 20 and extends 
outwardly from the bottom edge 22 of the second side 
wall 20 perpendicular to the second side wail 20. The 
second top shelf 36 includes a downwardly offset 
edge strip 42 and the second bottom shelf 40 includes 
an upwardly offset edge strip 44. The edge strip 42 
is adapted to extend under a first top shelf 34 of an 
adjacent tray 14 as shown in Figure 2. The edge strip 
44 is adapted to extend over a first bottom shelf 38 of 
an adjacent tray 14. Thus, adjacent trays 14 smoothly 
interengage. A plurality of threaded fasteners 46, 
such as screws or nuts and bolts or blind fasteners, 
may be used to releasably connect the edge strips 42 
and 44 of the tray 14 to the first top shelf 34 and the 
first bottom shelf 38 of an adjacent tray 14. 

The trays 14 can be connected to one another in 
various different arrangements to form a roller mat 1 0 
which covers various different portions of a cargo 
deck 48 as desired. The cargo deck 48 may comprise 
any type of floor or other support surface. The roller 
mat 10 may be secured to the cargo deck 48 with tie 
down studs and shear studs and may include open- 
ings through which various cargo restraints and cargo 
guides may extend. The roller mat 10 may also in- 
clude an inclined ramp 50 along each edge to finish 
the roller mat and facilitate the movement of cargo 
units to the support surface 52 of the roller mat. 

Each roller assembly 1 6, as shown in Figure 5, in- 
cludes a housing 60 and a roller unit 100. As best 
shown in Figures 3 and 4, the housing 60 includes a 
rectangular top plate 62 having a top surface 64 and 
a bottom surface 66. The plate 62 bas a length "X" 
and a width "Y" as shown in Figure 3. A downwardly 
depending collar 68 is attached to the plate 62 and ex- 
tends downwardly from and perpendicular to the bot- 
tom surface 66. The collar 68 includes a generally cyl- 
indrical sleeve 70 which extends through the plate 62 
forming a generally circular aperture 72 therein. The 
sleeve 70 extends between an upper rim 74 and a 
lower rim 76. The upper rim 74 is part of the top sur- 
face 64 of the plate 62. The lower rim 76 is preferably 
spaced apart from and below the bottom surface 66 
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of the plate 62 and is generally parallel to the top sur- 
face 64 of the plate 62. A plurality of concave grooves 
80 are located in the sleeve 70 and extend vertically 
through the sleeve 70 and the plate 62 and form part 
of the aperture 72. The sleeve 70 preferably includes 5 
three of the grooves 80 spaced equidistantly f rom one 
another. Fewer or additional grooves 80 may be used 
as desired. 

A cylindrical peripheral wall 82 extends down- 
wardly and outwardly from the outer edge of the to 
sleeve 70 to a circular rim 84. A bottom wall 86 ex- 
tends transversely from the peripheral wall 82 and is 
located between the sleeve 70 and the rim 84. The 
bottom wall 86 is parallel to the plate 62. A plurality of 
reinforcing ribs 88 extend downwardly from the un- 15 
derside of the bottom wall 86 to a lower edge which 
is coplanar with the rim 84 of the peripheral wall 82. 
The ribs 88 extend from one side of the peripheral wall 
82 to a diametrically opposite side of the peripheral 
wall 82. The ribs 88 are equianguiarly spaced within 20 
the peripheral wall 82 about a vertical axis 90 which 
extends through the centre of the aperture 72 and the 
collar 68. A plurality of arcuate reinforcing ribs 92 ex- 
tend between the ribs 88 between the axis 90 and the 
peripheral wall 82. The bottom wall 86, the peripheral 25 
wall 82 and the sleeve 70 form a hollow chamber 94 
within the housing 60. A plurality of apertures 96 ex- 
tend through the plate 62. The apertures 96 are pre- 
ferably countersunk at the top surface 64. The hous- 
ing 60 is preferably made of a moulded plastic mate- 30 
rial. 

The width "Y" of the plate 62 is sized to be slightly 
shorter than the distance between the first side wall 
1 8 and the second side wall 20 of the tray 1 4 such that 
the bottom surface 66 of the plate 62 will bear upon 35 
and be supported by the first and second flanges 28 
and 30 of the tray 14. The length "X" of the plate 62 
may be various different lengths as desired. The 
height of the collar 68 is sized such that the rim 84 of 
the peripheral wall 82 and the bottom edges of the 40 
ribs 88 will rest on the floor plate 24 of the tray 14 
when the plate 62 is located on the flanges 28 and 30. 
Fasteners such as screws or bolts may extend 
through the apertures 96 in the plate 62 and through 
corresponding apertures in the flanges 28 and 30 to 45 
releasably secure the housing 60 to the tray 14. 

Each roller assembly 16, as shown in Figure 5, 
also includes a roller unit 100. The roller unit 100 in- 
cludes a retainer 102 having a generally circular plate 
1 04 and a depending ring 106. The plate 1 04 includes so 
a generally circular central aperture 108. The ring 106 
extends downwardly from the plate 104 and termin- 
ates in a rim 110. A plurality of spaced retaining lugs 
112, only one shown, project outwardly from the lower 
rim 110 of the ring 106. The ring 106 is sized to fit 55 
snugly within the sleeve 70 of the housing 60. The 
lugs 112 are located about the perimeter of the ring 
1 06 in registration with the grooves 80 such that each 
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lug 112 slidingly fits within a respective groove 80 in 
the housing 60. The lugs 112 slide through the 
grooves 80 until the plate 104 bears against the plate 
62 of the housing 60 whereupon the retainer 1 02 may 
be rotated about the axis 90 to engage the lugs 112 
beneath the sleeve 70 so that the retainer 1 02 cannot 
be axially removed from the housing 60. 

The roller unit 100 also includes a roller element 
114 and a casing 116. The roller element 114 is pre- 
ferably a spherical steel ball. However, the roller 114 
may take on various other shapes such as a cylinder. 
The casing 116 includes an aperture in its upper end 
and an outwardly extending annular flange 118 at its 
lower end. The roller 114 is retained in the casing 116 
and is rotatably supported therein by a conventional 
bearing assembly, not shown, such that the roller 114 
projects partially outwardly from the casing 116. The 
casing 116 is adapted to extend upwardly through the 
aperture 108 in the retainer 102, as shown in Figure 
5, such that the support surface 52 at the top of the 
roller 114 is located above the plate 104 of the retainer 
1 02. A resilient member such as a spring 120 extends 
between the bottom wall 86 of the housing 60 and the 
bottom of the casing 116. The spring 120 resiliently 
biases the roller unit 100 upwardly, forcing the flange 
118 of the casing 116 to engage the rim 110 of the re- 
tainer 102. The plate 104 may include a plurality of 
concave recesses 122 (Figure 1) formed in the outer 
edge of the plate 104. 

In operation, a roller unit 100 is assembled with 
the housing 60 by inserting the ring 106 through the 
sleeve 70 of the housing 60 with the lugs 112 in reg- 
istration with the grooves 80 and simultaneously 
compressing the spring 120. Once the lugs 112 have 
passed through the grooves 80, the retainer 102 is ro- 
tated about the axis 90 to engage the lugs 112 be- 
neath the sleeve 70 of the housing 60. The lugs 112 
thereby releasably retain the roller unit 1 00 in engage- 
ment with the housing 60. The spring 120 biases the 
casing 116 against the retainer 102 and resiliently 
supports the roller 114. The downward movement of 
the roller unit 100 and the corresponding compres- 
sion of the spring 120 is limited by the distance be- 
tween the flange 118 of the casing 116 and the bot- 
tom wall 86 of the housing 60. 

The roller assembly 16, comprising the assem- 
bled roller unit 1 00 and housing 60, is assembled with 
a tray 14. The collar 68 of the housing 60 is inserted 
into the channel 32 of the tray 14 between the flanges 
28 and 30. The top plate 62 of the housing 60 is placed 
against the flanges 28 and 30 while the rim 84 and 
bottom edges of the ribs 88 are placed against the 
floor plate 24 of the tray 14. The roller assembly 16 
is removably fastened to the tray 14 by fasteners 
which extend through the apertures 96 in the plate 62 
and through corresponding apertures in the flanges 
28 and 30 of the tray 14. Any number of roller assem- 
blies 16 may be assembled in a tray 14 and may be 
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located in an end-to-end relationship, as shown in 
Figure 1, or the roller assemblies 16 may be spaced 
apart from one another The individually formed roller 
tray assemblies 12 may then be assembled together 
in various different configurations to form a roller mat 
10 which extends around various obstructions such 
as cargo latches and guides which are attached to the 
cargo deck 48. 

When a roller assembly 16 becomes damaged or 
requires any type of maintenance or repair, the fas- 
teners may be removed from the plate 62. The dam- 
aged roller assembly 16 may then be easily and 
quickly removed from the tray 14 and may be modu- 
larly replaced with an identical roller assembly 16. 
While a damaged roller unit 1 00 can be individually re- 
moved from its housing 60 while the housing 60 re- 
mains connected to the tray 14, it may be preferable 
to remove and replace the entire roller assembly 16 
including the housing 60 and roller unit 100 as the 
biasing force generated by the compressed spring 
120 makes it difficult and time consuming to remove 
and replace the roller unit 1 00 in the housing 60. Once 
the damaged roller assembly 16 has been removed 
and replaced, the damaged roller assembly 16 can be 
repaired as time permits. 

Asecond embodiment of the roller tray assembly 
is generally illustrated by the reference numeral 130 
in Figures 6-8. The roller tray assembly 130 includes 
a tray 1 32 and one or more roller assemblies 1 34. The 
roller assemblies 1 34 are identical to the roller assem- 
bly 16 except that the top plate 1 36 of each roller as- 
sembly 134 is shown as being square. The tray 132 
includes a floor plate 138, a first side wall 140 and a 
second side wall 142. The side walls 140 and 142 ex- 
tend vertically from the floor plate 1 38 and are spaced 
apart and parallel to one another. A flange 144 ex- 
tends inwardly from the first side wail 140 and the 
second flange 146 extends inwardly from the second 
side wall 142. An inclined shelf 148 extends outwardly 
and downwardly from the top edge of the first side 
wall 140 and from the top edge of the second side wall 
142. A tray tie down stud 150 is threadably inserted 
into each end of the floor plate 138 for removably se- 
curing the tray 14 to the cargo deck 48. A shear stud 
152 is threadably inserted into the floor plate 138. 

The roller assembly 134 is removably attached to 
the tray 132 by a plurality of fasteners which extend 
through apertures 154 in the plate 136 and corre- 
sponding apertures in the flanges 144 and 146. The 
individually formed roller tray assemblies 130 may be 
attached to the cargo deck 48 in various different con- 
figurations as desired. For example, the individually 
formed roller tray assemblies 130 may be abutted 
end-to-end against one another, or side-to-side. The 
roller assembly 134 may be easily removed from the 
tray 132 by removal of the fasteners and may be re- 
placed with an identical roller assembly 1 34, or can be 
removed in its entirety. 



While a primary and preferred embodiment of the 
invention has been illustrated in the drawings and de- 
scribed above, it will be evident that various changes 
can be made to the invention without departing from 
5 the spirit thereof or scope of the following claims. 



Claims 

10 1 . A roller tray assembly for providing rolling move- 
ment of cargo units over a cargo deck, said roller 
tray assembly comprising: 
a tray having a first side wall and a second side 
wall spaced apart from said first side wall, 

15 at least one housing, said housing comprising a 

plate having an aperture said plate extending be- 
tween said first and second side walls of said tray 
and being supported by said tray 
a roller unit located in said housing and projecting 

20 through said aperture in said plate, said roller unit 

including means for selectively engaging said 
housing to retain said roller unit in engagement 
with said housing, and a rotatable roller element 
projecting above said plate of said housing for ro- 

25 tatably supporting a cargo unit, said housing and 

roller unit being independently removable and re- 
placeable in said tray as a unit. 

2. A roller tray assembly in accordance with claim 1 , 
30 in which the roller unit comprises a casing having 

an aperture through which the roller element ex- 
tends. 

3. The roller tray assembly of claim 1 or claim 2 
35 wherein said tray includes first support means 

extending inwardly from said first side wall to- 
wards said second side wall and second support 
means extending inwardly from said second side 
wall towards said first side wall, said first and sec- 
40 ond support means being spaced downwardly 

from the tops of the side walls, and said plate of 
the housing bearing on said first and second sup- 
port means. 

45 4. The roller tray assembly of claim 3 wherein said 
first support means comprises a first flange and 
said second support means comprises a second 
flange. 

so 5. The roller tray assembly of any of claims 1 to 4 
wherein said means for selectively engaging said 
housing comprise a plurality of lugs. 

6. The roller tray assembly of claim 5 wherein said 
55 housing includes a plurality of grooves extending 

through said plate and forming a part of said aper- 
ture, said grooves allowing said lugs of said roller 
unit to slide through said plate when said lugs are 
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in registration with said grooves. 

The roller tray assembly of claim 6 wherein each 
said roller unit is rotatable within each said hous- 
ing, such that rotation of said roller unit rotates 
said lugs out of registration with said grooves 
whereby said lugs engage said housing and 
thereby retain said roller unit in engagement with 
said housing. 
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8. The roller tray assembly of any of the preceding 
claims including a first shelf extending outwardly 
from said first side wall and a second shelf ex- 
tending outwardly from said second side wall of 
said tray. 15 

9. The roller tray assembly of claim 8 wherein said 
first and second shelves are attachable to first 
and second shelves of adjacent roller tray assem- 
blies. 20 

10. The roller tray assembly of any of the preceding 
claims including means for releasably attaching 
said tray to a cargo deck. 

25 

11. The roller tray assembly of any of the preceding 
claims including a resilient member resiliency 
supporting said roller element. 

12. The roller tray assembly of any of the preceding 30 
claims wherein said housing includes a down- 
wardly depending collar. 

13. The roller tray assembly of claim 12 wherein said 
collar includes a sleeve extending through said 35 
plate. 

14. The roller tray assembly of claim 13 wherein a 
plurality of grooves extend through said sleeve. 

40 

1 5. The roller tray assembly of claim 1 3 wherein said 
collar includes a bottom wall spaced apart from 
below said sleeve. 

1 6. The roller tray assembly of claim 1 5 wherein said 45 
tray includes a floor extending between said first 

and second side walls. 

1 7. The roller tray assembly of claim 1 5 wherein said 
housing includes a plurality of ribs attached to 50 
said bottom wall of said housing, said ribs extend- 
ing between said bottom wall and said floor of 
said tray. 
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